
 
 
Q&A with City and Colour 
 

Many of you know him as the heartfelt crooner 
behind indie-rock moniker, City and Colour, or 
as the soulful voice amidst the angsty-rock of 
Alexisonfire. Yes, there is no denying Dallas 
Green is a man of many talents and a hot 
commodity in Canadian music.  
 
Press+1 sat down with the tattooed troubadour 
at Osheaga in Montreal this past weekend to 
chat about Justin Bieber, his love for Canada 
and his new album, Little Hell.  
 
Press+1: What’s your favourite part of 
playing a big music festival like Osheaga? 
 
“I think that you get to see bands you wouldn’t 
necessarily get to play with the rest of the year, 
and you also get to see and play with bands that 
you know. Today, The Tragically Hip are 

playing, Shad’s playing and Death Cab [for Cutie] are playing. I know all those bands and I’m 
friends with [them]. It’s great to see them because I don’t get to see them the rest of the year 
when I’m touring and we’re all doing our own thing. And then you get to see bands like the 
Flaming Lips. So yeah it’s like this sort of community feeling that you get when you’re at one of 
these [festivals].” 
 
Press+1: Who are you most excited to see this weekend? 
 
“We actually just got here today, so I missed the other days. I would have liked to have seen 
Eminem. We’re playing Lollapalooza next week, and he’s playing too, but we’re playing a different 
day again. So that’s kind of a bummer.”  
 
Press+1: Let’s talk about the album a little, the title Little Hell, what inspired that?  
 
“Everybody has problems, right. No matter who you are, and what you get, and what you have. 
So Little Hell to me is about the little struggles that everyone has to go through in their lives. And 
it’s about how getting through those are what makes you who are. What builds your character 
and molds you into the person you become is by how you deal with the little struggles that life 
throws at you. Whether it be personal or a physical struggle, or emotional, or anything. Something 
with your family something with your significant other, something with yourself that you’re 
struggling with. That’s what I choose to write about. It was originally just a song on the record and 
then as I started to think about it more and more it just made sense.”  
 
Press+1: You have such a wide fan base, from young kids to older adults, what do you 
think it is about your music that it attracts such a varied audience? 
 



“I don’t know. I like to think that it’s the honesty in my music. That’s what I like to think. But it’s 
pretty impossible to put your finger on why someone likes a song because music is such a 
personal preference. You and I could argue for days about what our favourite songs are and why 
we like them better than the song that you like, but it’s not like one of us would be wrong because 
I don’t know what its like for you to listen to a song and you don’t know what its like for me to 
listen and what I feel when I hear a song. So it’s really hard to understand why people like it and I 
just really hope it’s the honesty in it and that the songs are good. I don’t know. Hopefully that’s 
what it is.” 
 
Press+1: Yeah, all your records are very vulnerable and you sort of leave your heart on the 
floor, how important is it for you to do that? 
 
“For me song writing has always been sort of therapeutic in a way. I don’t write songs when I’m 
happy because I don’t feel the need to. I don’t want to write a song about the sun shining or 
having a freezie. So when I’m bummed out about something that’s when I feel the need to write 
because it helps me get through it, and the way that I try to write the song is in a relatable enough 
way that someone can listen to it and draw from their own experiences and how they can help 
them as well. As much as they’re about me I don’t say like ‘Hi my name is Dallas and this is why 
I’m upset.’ I just write a song about something I feel strongly about and hope that it can help other 
people.”  
 
Press+1: And how do you think you’ve grown as a songwriter, from songs like ‘Save Your 
Scissors’ to the songs on Little Hell? 
 
“I think I’ve grown positively. I think that I’ve gotten better at singing, I’ve gotten better at writing 
lyrics, I’ve gotten better at playing, I’ve gotten better at piecing together songs. I think I have a 
better idea of what I want to sound like. I’m more comfortable with doing whatever I hear. 
Especially with this new record, it’s kind of all over the place but I still think it sounds like me 
whether it’s a song that just has me and a guitar or a full band. I still think it sounds like me. But I 
think I’m getting better at saying f*** it. If I hear a rock song I’m going to play a rock song.” 
 
Press+1: Yeah this album does have a bigger band sound on it, was there something 
about these songs that you wanted to have that sound? 
 
“Some of the songs, when I demoed them or listened to them over and over I kept hearing a 
groovy bass line or pedal steel guitar or a rhythm that needed to be there, and the song wouldn’t 
have felt right without it. But then there are songs that just me and a guitar is fine, that’s all it 
needed. So that was really the only reasoning it wasn’t like ‘I need to try to explore this sound to 
become more marketable or whatever.’ 
 
The song ‘Fragile Bird’ which is very groovy and has a kind of weird sort of dirty rock sound a little 
bit to it. Well that started as a really quiet acoustic song and then I just kept thinking there was 
more to it, and I kept playing it over and over in my house until I arrived at what it is now, and I 
thought ‘that was what I was searching for.’” 
 
Press+1: And from Bring Me Your Love to Little Hell, it felt like it was a really long wait 
almost…  
 
“Well I was doing this other thing. Called Alexisonfire.” (laughs) 
 
Press+1: Well I know the fans were craving it, so I’m just wondering how the album has 
been received since you released it? 
 
“So far it’s been good. There have definitely been people who I’ve noticed, just from reading 
comments and things like that, that they wish it sounded like the first record. But there were 
people like that when I put out Bring Me Your Love and I think there will always be people like 



that. What people forget is that not only did the band change, but they’ve also changed. That 
record came out in 2005 and someone who felt an immediate emotional connection with that is 
probably in a different place in their own life just as I am in my songwriting. People are so quick to 
criticize the band for not being the same as they always liked them. And that’s the thing with 
music, you can be so emotionally invested in something and then the next record just doesn’t 
connect with you the same way. And, like I said, you get mad at the band but really it’s not always 
their fault.  
 
I think I used to be like that until I actually started putting records out and realizing ‘f*** well I’m 
going change too’ and I want to evolve and I want to push myself, I don’t want to just stay 
stagnant. For me I just put records out, I write songs that I like first, and then you just hope that 
somebody gets it.”  
 
Press+1: City and Colour is such a soft side and then with Alexisonfire it’s so loud and it’s 
sort of the two extremes. Is that a reflection of your personality? Do you have that sort of 
duality? 
 
“Yeah I think so. I don’t know if it’s necessarily a reflection of me, but I’m definitely like that. I can 
be quiet, but I can also be very loud. I’m usually a pretty nice person, but I have a pretty serious 
temper and if you piss me off I will let you know that you’re pissing me off. But I think it just shows 
that I like a lot of different types of music. And we all do, that’s why Alexis kind of started out the 
way it did is because there was five kids who, yes we all liked certain things the same but we all 
liked our own things too. And we all were trying to get it all into one pot, you know. And I think just 
as I’ve evolved with my City and Colour songs, I think we have evolved too if you listen to all four 
of our records they all sound pretty different but they still sound like us. So. Yeah sometimes it’s 
really fun to play your guitar really loud.”  
 
Press+1: Within the world stage of the arts right now, Canadians are really ruling. What 
does it mean for you to be a part of that?  
 
“Yeah. It’s wonderful. I love being Canadian, I love being from this country. Yes, its not a perfect 
country, I’m sure there’s lots of people who hate the political side of it, but its also a really, really 
good country to live in and most people should feel lucky to be from here. It’s a free country, we 
can speak our minds, we have free health care, and lots of things that are good. There’s not a 
perfect country out there, just like there’s not a perfect person out there. Everybody’s just trying to 
do their best.  
 
And the fact that there are so many successful popular Canadian bands right now, it’s great. It’s 
crazy like even with the bad music we’re still on top. And when I mean bad I just mean generic, 
money-making pop music. Like the Bieber. Look at him, he’s one of the biggest pop stars in the 
world and he’s Canadian. And we have Nickelback who are massive, but then we’ve got Arcade 
Fire who are winning Grammy’s and headlining all these festivals. And Feist, her new record is 
coming out soon and she’s probably going to re-take over the world like she did last time.”  
 
Press+1: So what’s the main message you want your fans to take away from Little Hell? 
 
“Well, for me it’s whatever they want to. I want them to listen to the songs and appreciate them, 
but I also want it to help them with whatever they’re going through. It’s like when ‘Save Your 
Scissors’ came out and people told me that it stopped them from cutting themselves. That was 
amazing. That’s not what the song is about at all, but that’s what they took from it. I met this girl 
who had all these scars from when she used to cut herself, and she got the lyrics to ‘Save Your 
Scissors’ tattooed over them. And to me that was amazing. The fact that I can write a song about 
something in my life, and it can help this person over here. So that’s all. I just hope they listen to it 
and they like it and it helps them.” 
 
 


