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It has been 11 years since the first, and last, time that 
Kate Winslet and Leonardo DiCaprio shared on-
screen sparks. Since their roles as Rose DeWitt 
Bukater and Jack Dawson in the 1997 blockbuster 
smash Titanic, the two have paved quite successful if 
not off-beaten paths for themselves. And now, 
Revolutionary Road, which will be released on 
December 26th, reunites the two for the first time 
since Titanic. 

Titanic was an overnight success in 1997 and it still 
holds the record as the highest grossing film, taking 
in more than US$1.8 billion in box-office sales 
worldwide. It went on to win 11 Academy Awards and 
Winslet was nominated for Best Supporting Actress.  

Until Titanic, Winslet was best known for her roles in 
often under-the-radar period pieces, but most specifically, for her role in Sense and Sensibility (1995) in which she 
received an Oscar nod for Best Supporting Actress.  

DiCaprio was best known his role in What's Eating Gilbert Grape (1993), which earned him both an Oscar and Golden 
Globe nod for Best Supporting Actor, and as Romeo in Baz Luhrmann's Romeo + Juliet (1996). 

Needless to say, both of the young stars’ popularity exploded in the wake of Titanic’s success.  

Young girls the world over idolized 22-year-old Winslet as they spent many a-night watching and re-watching Titanic; 
swooning over all her face time opposite heartthrob Leonardo DiCaprio, all the while identifying with her refreshingly 
healthy physique. The British actress still remains outspoken in her refusal to lose weight for a role or to conform to 
Hollywood’s weight pressures.  

At 23 years old, DiCaprio went from star to 
superstar as the intense and unwittingly sexy Jack 
Dawson. Over the next few years he became a 
household name worldwide as young girls adored 
and worshipped him; his posters were plastered all 
over bedrooms around the world and he was 
crowned the newest sex symbol of that generation.  

But, amidst of all this unexpected attention, Winslet 
retreated into independent projects while DiCaprio 
rebelled against his sex symbol status, fuelling 
tabloid tales of excess and indulgence.  

Winslet turned down Gwyneth Paltrow’s role in 
Shakespeare in Love (1998) and Jodie Foster’s in 
Anna and the King (1999) in order to star, instead, 
as adventurous soul seekers in Hideous Kinky 



(1998) and Holy Smoke (1999). Though the films didn’t fare well critically, Winslet still received praise for her acting 
chops. The next year found Winslet back in a corset in the film Quills, and then she earned her third Oscar nomination 
for Best Supporting Actress as the young Iris Murdoch in the movie Iris.  

Winslet continued to turn down high profile roles, such as Satine in Moulin 
Rouge (2001), Éowyn in The Lord of the Rings trilogy, and Nola Rice in 
Match Point (2005). But the new millennium still brought a slew of work for 
Winslet; she starred in The life of David Gale (2003), Finding Neverland 
(2004), All the Kings Men (2006), The Holiday (2006), and she lent her 
voice to the animated flick Flushed Away (2006).  

In 2004, she starred alongside Jim Carrey in the quirky, cult hit Eternal 
Sunshine of the Spotless Mind. Winslet’s performance as dysfunctional free 
spirit Clementine is her personal favourite, and it earned her an Oscar 
nomination for Best Actress.  

The first of her four films in 2006, Little Children, is a very dark and 
disturbing movie, and Winslet’s role as Sarah Pierce earned her a fifth 
Oscar nomination, her second for Best Actress.  

Winslet’s eclectic resume has garnered her tremendous respect in 
Hollywood and beyond. The mainstream success she has earned in spite of 
her non-mainstream film choices has now made her one of the most 
sought-after actresses in the film industry.  

All the while, in an attempt to stay under the radar after the overwhelming 
success of Titanic, DiCaprio made a conscious decision to back away from 
the spotlight and Hollywood. Instead of riding the wave of instant fame that 

Titanic gave him and eventually crashing and burning, he opted to perfect his craft over time with selective career 
choices. He has only been in ten films between Titanic and the upcoming Revolutionary Road.  
  
In 1998, DiCaprio starred in the critically-panned The Man in the Iron Mask and made a cameo appearance in Woody 
Allen’s satire Celebrity. He then starred in The Beach (1999), which didn’t do as well as expected at the North-American 
box office, but internationally it made almost three times as much.  
 
Then, in 2002, DiCaprio starred in Gangs of New York and Catch Me If 
You Can. Both were very well received by critics, but didn’t achieve 
overwhelming box office success or popularity. But, slowly but surely, 
DiCaprio reached A-level status once again.  

In 2004, he and Scorsese paired again for a biopic of American aviation 
pioneer Howard Hughes in The Aviator, a film that scored DiCaprio his 
second Oscar nod, this time for Best Actor. DiCaprio continued his run 
with Scorsese in the 2006 film The Departed and later that year he 
starred in Blood Diamond, which received favourable reviews for 
DiCaprio.  

These two movies brought DiCaprio the recognition he felt he finally 
earned and deserved. He was nominated as Best Actor for both movies 
at the 2006 Golden Globes. In the same year, at the Screen Actors 
Guild Awards, he received a Best Actor nomination for Blood Diamond 
and a Best Supporting Actor nomination for The Departed. He earned 
an Oscar nomination for Best Actor in Blood Diamond and a BAFTA nod 
for Best Actor for The Departed.  

His latest movie, Body of Lies, garnered DiCaprio praise for his 
performance, but received mixed reviews; stating it is nothing that we 
haven’t already seen in any other movie of the same genre.  
   



Now, Winslet and DiCaprio, who have remained very close friends all 
these years, will come face to face as lovers once again. 
 
“Leo and I were always aware that if we were going to do something 
together again there would be a sense of expectation. It was going to 
have to be the right thing,” said Winslet. Now, after a decade of 
searching for the right project, the two have finally found it in 
Revolutionary Road.  
“You can't escape from the fact that it was a Titanic reunion,” said Kate, 
who shares the screen with Titanic co-star Kathy Bates again as well. 
“We shared lots of Titanic stories and we reminisced a little bit too. It 
was really fun. I felt just so lucky to be in their company again.”  
   
“To have the three of us together it was kind of like a neat coming of age 
party,” added Leo.  
   
The two star as April and Frank Wheeler, a young couple living in the 
Connecticut suburbs in the mid-1950s. The idealistic and volatile couple 
struggle to escape their mundane and unfulfilled life, so they decide to 
move to Paris to break out of their suburban rut. But as their relationship 
deteriorates into an endless cycle of jealousy, bickering, and physical 
confrontations their trip and their dreams of self-fulfillment are thrown 
into jeopardy.  
   
The movie, based on the 1961 novel by Richard Yates, is directed by 
Sam Mendes, Winslet’s husband, who is best known as director of the 

Oscar-praised American Beauty (1999). The film grossed US $356.3 million worldwide and earned five Academy 
Awards, including Best Picture and Best Director.  
 
Mendes also directed Road to Perdition (2002) and Jarhead (2005). Mendes does not shy away from making apparent 
the dark and disturbing undertones of any story, so we can expect just that in Revolutionary Road. And we can surely 
expect angst-ridden, soul-baring performances from Winslet and DiCaprio, as well as that undeniable chemistry we 
won’t be able to peel our eyes away from.  
   
 
 
 
 
 


