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The past year was yet another chaotic one in the world of high-rolling celebs; there were premieres to attend, parties to 
crash, DUIs to acquire, mug shots to be taken- all such antics permeated the gossip blogs and entertainment shows of 
2008. But, while there is a penchant to live irresponsibly and selfishly, there are also those celebrities that stand out 
from the rest and leave a positive footprint. So we took the time to acknowledge some of the most influential celebrities 
of this last year who have awe-inspired us, made active change to our world, and proved to be effective leaders.  
 	
	

Heath Ledger		
Heath Ledger died on January 22nd 2008 yet he was one of the most talked 
about celebrities throughout the entire year. With the highly anticipated July 
release of The Dark Knight and Ledger’s turn as the Joker, the 29-year-old 
actor left us all with a haunting reminder of the remarkable career he could 
have had.  
 		
Ledger will be remembered as a passionate actor with a genuine dedication 
to his craft. To prepare for the role of the Joker, Ledger locked himself in a 
room for about a month, experimenting with voices and screaming at the top 
of his lungs in order to achieve that iconic Joker voice. This dedication and 
heart was recognized worldwide: The Dark Knight brought in nearly $1 billion 
worldwide, and in its first week on DVD it sold more than 13.5 million discs. 	
 		
Now, Ledger has received a posthumous Golden Globe nomination for Best 
Supporting Actor for his performance as the Joker, and there is currently 
plenty of Oscar buzz surrounding the movie as well. 	
 		
	

	
	
Michael Phelps		
At 23 years old, Michael Phelps left the 2008 Beijing Olympics 
with eight gold medals, seven of them achieved in world-record 
time. Now he’s en route to becoming one of the most 
decorated Olympic athletes of all time.  		
	
Throughout the 2008 Olympics, Phelps took part in Project 
Believe. He was voluntarily tested beyond the Olympic 
requirements to show his commitment to swimming free of 
performance enhancing drugs; he was tested nine times and 
passed each time. 	
 		
Now it’s hard to ignore Phelps’ face plastered all over 
magazine stands, and he’s been involved in many 
endorsement deals since his Olympic stint in 2004 (an 
estimated $5 million per year). Phelps has used this money for 
good; he created the Michael Phelps Foundation, a charity which advocates swimming and water safety for children; a 
very important cause for Phelps.		
 		



Barack Obama		
One of the most media-centric events in 2008 was the American Presidential race. 
Barack Obama’s candidacy gave Americans, as well as the rest of the world, 
change we could finally believe in. 	
 		
The 46-year-old Chicago Senator, who TIME calls a revolutionary, gave John 
McCain the race of a lifetime. His poise, sincerity, and charisma won the world over, 
and his wholesome family values and amicable family made for a very attractive 
packaged deal. 	
 		
His election on November 4th marked an excitingly historic day, but his impact on 
American politics started long before then. Finally, a politician emerged whose 
genuine hope for change and inclusiveness inspired young children and 90-year-
olds alike, atheists and Christians, farmers and Wall Street giants; Obama lets us 
imagine what it’s like to find common cause across difference.		
 		
 		

 
 
The Jonas Brothers		
Nick (16), Joe (19), and Kevin (20) have become the most sought-after young men 
in the world over the past year.		
	
With their fashion-forward style and pitch perfect harmonies, they’ve not only revived 
but redefined the “boy band”. In lieu of the manufactured and choreographed boy 
bands of the 90s, they write all their own songs and play their own instruments.  
 
Their third album, A Little Bit Longer, sold 525,000 copies its first week out, and they 
are nominated for Best New Artist at the Grammy Awards.		
 		
Not only talented heartthrobs, the boys are philanthropists. In 2007, Nick revealed 
for the first time that he has Type 1 Diabetes, and since then he has been outspoken 
in the cause. In August, he and his brothers launched a Type 1 Diabetes Awareness 
Campaign; they created a three-year partnership with Bayer HealthCare who has 
donated money to the Brothers’ foundation, ChangeForTheChildren.org.		
 		

	
Anne Hathaway		
Anne Hathaway experienced a turbulent year in 2008 with personal 
heartbreak and professional triumph, but her never faltering grace 
and humble attitude through all the ups and downs is much to be 
admired. 	
 		
The 26-year-old starred in Get Smart and Rachel Getting Married 
this year. Rachel premiered at the 2008 Venice and Toronto Film 
Festivals in September, and her performance as the dark and 
complex Kym helped Hathaway break out of that “prissy good-girl” 
persona she had established in her earlier work in The Princess 
Diaries and Ella Enchanted. Hathaway has proven that she is not 
only a marketable young actress, but also Oscar-worthy with great 
range and talent to take on a variety of roles.		
 		

Amidst summer promotion of these two movies, Hathaway and her boyfriend of four years broke up just before he was 
arrested for fraud and then sentenced to four years in jail. She showed that she’s no priss in real life as well as she 
bounced back with great dignity and focus, and her head held high. And now, with Oscar buzz surrounding her name 
and a Golden Globe nomination for her performance in Rachel Getting Married, Hathaway has proved that when the 
going gets tough she only gets tougher. 	
 		
 		
 
 



Steve Jobs/Apple		
As the co-founder, chairman, and CEO of Apple Inc, Steve 
Jobs is considered a leading figure in both the computer and 
entertainment industries as he is always on the cutting edge 
of innovation and style.		
 		
The 53-year-old entrepreneur is what TIME Magazine calls a 
“countercultural icon.” As a college dropout, Jobs traveled 
through India looking for spiritual enlightenment, and now he 
presides over a company that takes in $24 billion in annual 
sales, while he takes only $1 a year in salary. 	
 		
In the past year alone, Apple's stock has shot up more than 
70%, thanks to Jobs' innovative ideas (most recently the 
iPhone and iPod touch). He foresees and sets the trends for 
this current generation of music consumers, and is singlehandedly changing the way we access and experience music. 	
 		
 		

Miley Cyrus		
2008 was a milestone year for this superstar, and not just 
because she finally turned 16; she broke out of her Hannah 
Montana shadow and released her second album which 
showed a more mature sound, and, much to the tabloids 
pleasure, she also introduced a more mature look and 
persona. 	
 		
Nonetheless, Cyrus paved the way for many other multi-
talented ingénues to come out of the Disney woodwork in 
2008 such as Selena Gomez, Demi Lovato, and even the 
Jonas Brothers. 	
 		
The 3D concert movie of her “Best of Both Worlds Tour” was 
the highest grossing Super Bowl weekend release ever, she 

has a hit YouTube show with her best friend, she wrote a book about her life and career which is to be released next 
year, and now she has a Golden Globe nomination for a song she co-wrote and recorded for the Bolt soundtrack. 	
 		
Cyrus has redefined what it means to brand yourself; her dual personality of Hannah Montana/Miley Cyrus has thrived 
in the TV industry, the music industry, and the fashion industry. She is the new Millenium’s answer to the Olsen twin 
empire, and she is only going up from here.  
  
	
Tina Fey		
With the announcement of the Vice-Presidential nomination of Sarah 
Palin, Tina Fey came back to the world of live sketch comedy with a 
vengeance, providing a very brutally honest political commentary.		
 		
Fey left Saturday Night Live in 2005 to develop her TV show 30 Rock, 
and in the last three years SNL saw a decrease in its ratings with 
many of its old and beloved cast members gone.  
	
But on the 34th season premiere episode on September 13th, Fey 
returned to SNL in the role of Palin, alongside Amy Poehler as Hillary 
Clinton. It quickly became NBC.com's most-watched viral video ever, 
with 5.7 million views within five days. She reprised the role three 
more times before, on November 5th, she retired the impersonation in 
order to focus on 30 Rock.		
 		
These satirical performances increased viewership of her show 30 
Rock, which won three Emmys this year, and revived the ratings for 
SNL, but they also bridged the gap between pop-culture and politics. Fey has just been crowned the Associated Press 
“Entertainer Of The Year.”		



 		
 		
Seth Rogen		
This 26-year-old funny man from Vancouver, BC has proven 
himself a force to be reckoned with year after year since he made 
his splash on the big screen in Knocked Up, and 2008 has only 
continued his successful run in Hollywood.		
	
He has been along for “frat pack” leader Judd Apatow’s comedy 
ride, with roles in 40 Year Old Virgin, Knocked Up, Superbad 
(which he wrote), Step Brothers, and Pineapple Express, and 
most recently he worked with filmmaker extraordinaire Kevin 
Smith in Zack and Miri make a Porno.		
 
Rogen has played an integral part in Apatow’s crusade to 
redefine comedy over these past few years, providing audiences 
with a whole slew of off-beat “bro-comedies” in the face of the 
ever-reigning rom-coms.	He is well on his way to becoming a 

writing and acting powerhouse, not even close to hitting his peak yet. 	
 		
 		
Rihanna		
The 20-year-old Barbadian singer, model and fashion 
designer spent 2008 riding a quickly rising star all the way to 
top of the music and fashion charts.		
 		
Since the release of her debut album in 2005, Rihanna has 
dominated the music scene; she had eight hit singles off her 
2007 album, Good Girl Gone Bad, and its 2008 reissue, she 
has collaborated with some of the hottest acts in pop music: 
Maroon 5, Justin Timberlake, T.I., Ne-Yo, Chris Brown, and 
Jay-Z, and she was part of the massively successful Glow in 
the Dark tour with Kanye West, Lupe Fiasco, and N.E.R.D. 	
 		
Rihanna appears in Gucci’s UNICEF ad campaign in which 
a portion of proceeds for every “Tattoo Hearts Collection” 
bag purchased is given to UNICEF. She also teamed up with H&M for “Fashion Against AIDS”; a collection that is 
designed to spread awareness about HIV/AIDS. 	
 		
The fresh faced beauty has been a constant in the weekly gossip magazines of this past year, but as a refreshing 
change from Lindsay Lohan and Paris Hilton’s appearances, she appears in them for her latest musical feat and her 
praised sense of style and successful fashion risks.  	
  


